Colour white light is actually made up of lots of different colours. The 3
primary colours are red, green and blue. When light hits an object, some of it is
absorbed and some of it is reflected. The light that is reflected is the colour of
the object in that light. For example, a green object absorbs all the colours of the
spectrum (white light) except green. The green light is reflected back and that is
what we see.
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- ® Conclusion The way coloured light mixes is very different from the
earn to lg t ® way that paint does. We see light colours by the process of emission from
the source (seeing the light given out from a light source) ADDITION. We
see paint colours by the process of reflection (seeing the light reflected off

an object) SUBTRACTION.
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Grown-ups: Adult supervision is highly recommended for this extra task - carefully put a droplet of water or a magnifying glass on a white screen (mobile phone,
tablet etc) and you will be able to see the red, green and blue lights in it. The lower resolution the screen, the clearer it will be.
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